SOCIAL TENDENCIES
not ^ satisfied, the culprit would be outcasted: that is, an interdict would be laid on his sharing the caste hukka and water as already explained.
Thus the panchayets are primarily judicial tribunals with a limited and indefinite jurisdiction entirely unrecognised by law. But they also meet occasionally as an Executive Assembly to carry out some object in which the whole caste is collectively interested. This is particularly the case in regard to the occupational or functional castes, which are really trade-unions. Sir William Hunter described these trade - unions or trade-guilds, as he called them, as existing in strong force in Ahmedabad. But in reality Ahmedabad is in no way peculiar in that respect. All over the country there are trade-unions and commercial guilds, with funds and energetic executives. Only as they combine the functions of Friendly and Benefit Societies worked on somewhat indefimite lines, and marriage or social groups, the world at large looks upon them as castes in the same sense as the social or family groups which have nothing to do with business. A strike of sweepers, for example, is never carried out without careful deliberation in a panchayet, and as the decision of the local executive is arrived at in a meeting of all the members, it is carried out unflinchingly without a blackleg belonging to the locality, Blacklegs, however, can be found in abundance as soon as you go beyond the area in which the panchayet has jurisdiction, which is generally